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Wednesday, September 24, 2014

Disappointed. That was the mood following what some gathered called
the quickest Riverside School Board meeting on record.
Gathered at the Sept. 23 regular board meeting were 200 plus
Riverside teachers, parents and educators from other districts coming
out to show support for the Riverside Local Education Association,
whose teachers have been working without a contract since school
began.
“I’m here to express our hope that in the next negotiation session, the
Board of Education and the Riverside Local Education Association
will come to an agreement on a new contract,” said
Martha Hollingsworth, a fifth grade teacher at Hadden Elementary and
crisis team spokesperson for RLEA. “As you know, we are currently

working without a contract. The members of the Riverside Local Education Association have shown their
dedication and commitment to the Riverside Local Schools by agreeing to a pay freeze for the past three years.
In addition, we have not received step increases for years with the district or been compensated for furthering our
education. We have saved the district millions of dollars.”
Superintendent James Kalis said the district is in active mediation with RLEA but he and the board cannot
discuss what is said during negotiation per rules from the State Employment Relations Board.
“We want to ratify a contract just as much as the teachers do. The issue that we’re having right now is that we
have to come to a common area where that contract is affordable,” he said. “That’s where we are right now. We
were in mediation today. I believe we’re going to be in mediation again in October. We’re going to work very
hard to try to ratify a contract but we have to do it in an affordable way.”
In her address to the board, Hollingsworth said while teacher responsibilities have been increased, planning time
has been diminished and many student programs and academic electives have been cut.
“Teacher morale is at an all time low. Our members have labored to maintain our excellent rating, despite the
elimination of many educational options for our students,” she said. “We wish to continue the success that we’ve
had for our students and our community. Offering the Riverside Local Education Association a fair and equitable
contract is essential in maintaining our success. Our focus should be on teaching our students and not on labor
disputes. RLEA is united in its determination to ratify a contract that is fair and equitable in relation to the other
districts in Lake County.”
Asked what would be an affordable contract, Kalis said he could not release that information.
“I cannot give you information coming out of negotiations but I can tell you right now you have permission,
RLEA has permission to share our proposal with the public if they would like. The board is not going to object
to it,” he said. “You can take a look at what we’ve proposed and you can make that determination on whether or
not you think it’s adequate or affordable. I can’t give you that information but the union has permission to release
that information to you.”
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